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PRODUCTION STAFF
Kristi  Deville - Director/ Choreographer

Caitlin  Lane - Stage Manager
Victoria  Smith - Season Costume Designer

Karen Eske - Costumer
Jason Williams - Lights

Deanna Braine Smith - Fight Choreographer
 David  Doersch - Fight Choreographer

Gina  Purri - Set Designer/Builder
Jenny  Luttrell - Props

Mary  Dillon - Dramaturg
Noelle Lane - Light/Soundboard Op

Dana Gillihan  - Crew

Joshua Kerber - Clarence/ Scrivener
Blaine Weiss - Radcliffe/2nd Murderer

Cody Fox - Edward IV/ Ely
Darren Marshall  - Stanley/ Tyrell

David Mycoff - Brackenbury/ Priest
Elizabeth DeVault - Margaret
Emily Dake - Lady Catesby

Gabrielle Bailey - Lady Anne
Goober Berdine - James Blunt & Murderer 1/Lord Grey

Jason Williams  - Richmond/ Dorset
Jon Robinson - Richard III

Alex Villarreal - Buckingham
Kevin Norris - Lord Hastings/ Duke of Norfolk

Lauren Otis - Queen Elizabeth
Paula O’Brien - Duchess of York/Vaughn

Ronnie Z. Nielsen - Edward’s ghost  /Rivers
Holland McDermott - Edward, Prince of Wales 
Brooklyn DeAntonio - Edward, Prince of Wales 

Eva McDaniel - Richard, Duke of York 
Willow Bollinger - Richard, Duke of York



TO OUR PATRONS
•	 Thank you for joining us this evening. We hope you enjoy our once-in-a-generation 

production of Muse of Fire: Shakespeare’s Wars of the Roses as presented by The 
Montford Park Players, North Carolina’s longest running Shakespeare Festival. 

•	 There will be one twenty-minute intermission. Concessions will be available at the 
entrance to the amphitheatre.  Many thanks to The Matt & Molly Team for sponsoring 
Shakespeare’s Tavern, where you will find a delightful selection of wines and local beers 
on tap.

•	 We are pleased to accept all major credit/debit cards, cash, checks, Venmo and PayPal for 
your donations and concessions.  One of our actors will be in the audience each night with 
a credit card reader for your convenience.

•	 Please turn the volume off on all cell phones and pagers to avoid distracting your fellow 
audience members. 

•	 Flash photography is not permitted in the theatre.

•	 Canine companions will be given a treat at the concession stand.

•	 Unattended children will be given a double espresso, an energy drink and a free puppy .

•	 The Montford Park Players is going GREEN! Please help us conserve the environment by 
depositing your empty cans in the marked recycle bins. 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or comments by phone at (828) 254-5146, 
email at info@montfordparkplayers.org, or snail mail at Montford Park Players, PO Box 2663, 
Asheville NC 28802-2663. You can also follow us on Facebook (Montford Park Players) or on 
Twitter (@MontfordPlayers) or on Instagram (@montfordparkplayers).



On behalf of the board of directors and the members of The Montford 
Park Players, I want to personally welcome YOU to our 52nd season of 
free theatre, sponsored by The Leaven Law Firm!
We’re pleased to tell you that ALL our shows are free-of-charge – all 
season long! We at MPP envision a world in which everyone can 
experience exceptional live theatre, regardless of the ability to pay. 
Therefore, all of our shows are donation only. “Pay what we’re worth.” 
“Pay what you can.” Some may even call it crazy. Call it what you will – 
and enjoy the show!

WELCOME FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

•	 Edward III: May 10 – 26
•	 Richard II: May 31 – June 23
•	 Henry IV: June 28 – July 21

•	 Henry V: July 26 – Aug 25
•	 Henry VI: Aug. 30 – Sept. 22
•	 Richard III: Sept. 27 – Oct. 27

•	 The Montford Moppets, our youth theatre in residence, will be presenting two productions this summer:
◦	 The Winter’s Tale July 5 – 7 and 12 – 14 at 5:00 pm, July 10 at 11:00 am
◦	 King Lear: August 2 – 4 and 9 – 11 at 5:00 pm, August 7 at 11:00 am

Here’s our summer 2024 schedule:

This will be a 25 week season with 75 scheduled performances, plus 14 performances by The Montford Moppets.

Making the most of your visit: 

We want you to fully enjoy your experience with us. Feel free to bring a picnic and your favorite beverage, or 
purchase wine, sodas, local beers and snacks at our concession cart. Four-legged friends are always welcome! 
(There are treats for them at the concession stand, too!)

We are so grateful to our current donors, sponsors, and advertisers and YOU, our faithful audience, without whom 
we could not exist. Now sit back, relax, and be ready to laugh, cry, and be entertained as the curtain rises on 
another great production by the Montford Park Players.

John Russell

Executive Director



 
Jon Robinson (Richard III) is an Asheville 
native actor and artist most recently seen 
in this season’s Henry VI parts 1 & 2. Fa-
vorite roles include the titular role of Hamlet, 
Mad Hatter (Alice in Murderland), Oberon 
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Touchstone 
(As You Like It), Athos (The Three Muske-
teers), Hamlet the Zombie Lord (Living Dead 
in Denmark) Long John Silver (Treasure Is-
land) and Abe (Abe Lincoln and Uncle Tom 
in the White House at Different Strokes). 
Away from the stage, Jon spends his time 
drawing & painting show-inspired pieces. He 
shares his love for art with his 10 year old 
daughter & his fondness for swordplay with 
his 6 year old son.

   
Holland McDermott- (Edward, Prince of 
Wales )This is Holland’s first production with 
the Montford Park Players. She is honored 
to work alongside this wonderful group of 
people. Holland has worked with ACT and 
APAA and hopes to continue to pursue a 
career in the theatre. Holland has been a 
part of this acting community her whole life 
through her parents, and is very excited to 
experience Shakespeare first hand.

Jason Williams (Richmond/ Dorset) - Ja-
son is not only the Artistic Director for the 
Montford Park Players’ 2024 Muse of Fire 
season, but also directed Richard II. He 
was last seen as King John in this season’s 
Edward III. Jason keeps returning to MPP 
because he respects their mission of provid-
ing free Shakespeare to the community. He 
would like to thank you for supporting The 
Montford Park Players. He sees Theater as 
a valuable life experience and an important 
part of the cultural fabric. If you enjoyed the 
show and the work that MPP does, he en-
courages you to show your support with a 
monetary donation, or simply by seeking out 
future MPP productions.

Kevin Norris (Hastings, Norfolk) is thrilled 
about the finale to our “Muse of Fire 2024” 
season! After acting as ASM for Edward III, 
he played Northumberland in Richard II and 
Henry IV.  In Henry VI, he played Cardinal 
Winchester. His favorite roles at MPP include 
King Alonso in The Tempest, Scrooge  in A 
Christmas Carol, Henslowe in Shakespeare 
in Love and Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. He would like to thank his lovely and 
patient wife of thirty-nine years, Kathy, his 
director and friend Kristi for always seeing 

his potential, and all of YOU, who make this 
possible through your support of live theatre! 
Thank you!

Willow Bollinger (Richard, Duke of York) is 
excited about her debut performance with 
the Montford Park Players. Along with act-
ing, Willow enjoys creating, reading, writing, 
singing, and playing music. Willow has also 
performed with the Appalachian Actors, a 
teen run theatre group in Marshall, NC, as 
well as a few other youth theatre perfor-
mances. She is grateful to her director and 
teacher Kristi for this opportunity.

Elizabeth DeVault (Queen Margaret)is an 
actor, singer, director, and voice artist in the 
Asheville area. Recent performing credits 
include Hamlet (Rosencrantz) and Wendy 
& Peter (Mrs. Darling/Panther Protea) with 
Montford Park Players, and Romeo & Juliet 
(Rosaline/Friar John) with Nemesis Theatre. 
She has also performed with Ovation The-
atre Arts Collective of Asheville and Mag-
netic Theatre. As a stage director, recent 
credits include Little Women, OTMA, Young 
Frankenstein (Hendersonville Theatre), 
and Henry IV Pt 1 & 2 in this very Muse of 
Fire Montford season! She is honored to 
continue Margaret’s tumultuous arc from 
Montford’s Henry VI Pt 1 & 2. Outside of the 

theatre world, Elizabeth is a voice artist and 
adjunct instructor at AB Tech.

Eva McDaniel (Richard, Duke of York ) is 
thrilled to be part of the Montford Park Play-
ers. She has previously acted in Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory (Veruca Salt), 101 
Dalmatians (Nanny). Being part of a theater 
production is one of Eva’s favorite things. 
When she is not organizing neighborhood 
kids into one-acts, you can find Eva reading, 
singing, playing with her baby sister, adven-
turing in the woods, or snuggling her bunny.

Cody Fox (Edward IV/Bishop of Ely) is 
thrilled to be part of the Montford Park Play-
ers again this season. Having participated in 
Wendy & Peter and Alice in Murderland dur-
ing the 2023 season, he had to come back 
for more. His involvement in theater started 
in high school and continued through col-
lege, where he wrote, directed, and acted, 
finding his love for the stage. Continuing the 
Wars of the Roses narrative from Henry IV 
as Poins and Lancaster, Henry V as Clar-
ence and Williams, and carrying over as 
King Edward IV from Henry VI, he’s ready to 
share in the adventures of Richard III.

MEET THE CAST & CREW



WAR OF THE ROSES FAMILY TREE



Joshua Kerber (Clarence/Scrivener) Joshua 
is an Asheville local actor who you may have 
seen earlier this season as Mowbray, Wil-
loughby, and Fitzwater in Richard II,  Cam-
bridge, Captain Jamy, and York in Henry V, 
and Charles the Dauphin, Vaux, Clarence 
in Henry VI. He would like to thank you for 
coming out to support Montford Park Play-
ers. He appreciates you and hopes you en-
joy our fantastic production.

Lauren Otis (Queen Elizabeth) is excited to 
be back on the Montford stage for this histor-
ic season! Lauren holds a BFA in Acting from 
Arcadia University. She was just seen on the 
Montford stage in Henry VI Part 1 & 2 as 
Joan of Arc and Lady Elizabeth Grey. Other 
credits include Thalia in The Gods of Com-
edy (Hart Theatre), Lydia Wickham in Miss 
Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley and The 
Wickhams: Christmas at Pemberley (Mul-
tiverse Theatre Collective), Miranda in The 
Tempest (MPP), Nova in Some Notes on 
Dating During Outbreak (The Sublime The-
ater), Asha in Blood at the Root (DSPAC), 
and Hermia/Titania in Midsummer for Hat-
ers (Nemesis). Lauren sends her love to the 
cast and crew, her talented fiance Alex, her 

fur babies, and everyone supporting local 
artists!

Paula O’Brien (Duchess of York) is thor-
oughly enjoying this Shakespeare trip.  She 
has appeared as Lady Capulet in Nemesis’ 
production of Romeo and Juliet, was in last 
year’s production of The Tempest as Pros-
pero and most recently in Henry VI as the 
Duke of York (Just keeping it in the family).  
She loves performing with MPP and is grate-
ful to this bunch of talented people.  Also 
shout out to her husband, Andrew.

Ronnie Z. Nielsen (Earl Rivers) is an actor, 
musician, and illustrator based right here in 
Asheville. They are thrilled to be returning to 
Montford’s stage with so many fun and tal-
ented people! Previous shows include Julius 
Caesar (Brutus) with Melon Wedick, Wendy 
& Peter (Wendy) with the Montford Park 
Players, and Romeo and Juliet (Ensemble/
Balthasar) with Nemesis theatre company. 
They hope everyone enjoys the show, and 
reminds the audience to keep a firm grasp 
on their heads— they sure are rolling this 
season!

Darren Marshall (Stanley/Tyrell) Darren 
showed up to audition for The Tempest in 
2006. The director was so intimidated by his 
booming presence, that he was cast out of 
fear. He’s still here. No one is really certain 
where he came from, but rumor has it there 
is a lot of corn there. He is definitely not a 
cookie, but he may just be a Muppet wearing 
a human suit.

David Mycoff (Sir Robert Brackenbury; 
Priest; Messenger.)  David first performed 
with the Montford Park Players as the Arch-
bishop of York and Justice Silence in a 2004 
production of Henry IV, Part 2. Since then, 
he has appeared in at least sixty MPP plays, 
most recently earlier this season as Lord 
Audley in Edward III; Lord Ross and the 
Bishop of Carlisle in Richard II; the Earl of 
Worcester in Henry IV, Part 1, and Justice 
Shallow in Henry IV, Part 2.   David has 
also acted with a number of other Asheville-
area theater companies, including Different 
Strokes! Performing Arts Collective, Mag-
netic Theatre, Asheville Community The-
atre, Hendersonville Theatre, Attic Salt The-
atre Company, and Warren Wilson Theatre.

Emily Dake (Lady Catesby) is a vocalist, 
actor, and craftswoman based in Asheville, 
NC. She has performed as a soprano with 
the Choral Society of Durham and Ashe-
ville Choral Society. Favorite theater roles 
have included Marian Paroo in The Music 
Man, Meredith Parker in Bat Boy, Antonio in 
The Tempest, and Mina Harker in Dracula 
(Dietz). She has costumed Edward III and 
Richard II for Montford Park Players, Foot-
loose, Big Fish the Musical, Cinderella, The 
Vagina Monologues, and originated the 
character design for Hilloween’s Haunted 
Schoolhouse.

Carly “Goober” Berdine (James Blunt/Lord 
Grey/Murderer 1) has been a part of com-
munity theater since 2022 and has loved 
every second of it. She is excited to con-
tinue this season with MPP in this amazing 
production of Richard III. Recently, she has 
played Talbot, Dick the Butcher, and Som-
erset in Henry VI, Douglas in Henry IV, King 
Edward in Edward III, Annie Canon in Silent 
Sky, Tweedle Dum in Alice in Murderland, 
and a handful of others. She hopes you en-
joy this production as much as she had fun 
putting this together with an amazing cast!

MEET THE CAST & CREW
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Gabrielle Bailey  (Lady Anne/Lord 
Mayor) Gabby is a WNC-based Actor, 
Director and Circus Performer. She 
has worked with multiple theatres in the 
area, including Attic Salt, The Magnetic, 
and Calliope Stages. You may recog-
nize her from the Montford Stage as 
“Ophelia” in Hamlet (‘22), or “The White 
Rabbit” in Alice’s Adventures in Murder-
land (‘23), and “Lady Percy” in this years 
Henry IV, as well as various other roles 
at the Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre. 
She is so excited to share the stage with 
so many talented folks, in a place where 
passion brings art to life.

Brooklyn DeAntonio (Edward, Prince of 
Wales) is excited to work with their fa-
vorite director/choreographer for their 
first ever Montford performance. Since 
moving to Asheville in 2022, they have 
been in a range of performances, includ-
ing several theatre camps and produc-

tions with ACDT. Their hobbies include 
poking people with sharp objects (fenc-
ing) and creating disguises (costume 
making)

Blaine Weiss (2nd Murderer, Ratcliffe) 
is excited to be a part of this epic sea-
son. Past favorite roles with the Mont-
ford Park Players include Maria (Twelfth 
Night) and Trinculo (The Tempest). 
Blaine currently serves on the board 
for the Montford Moppets and leads the 
drama program at the French Broad 
River Academy.

VI.
Alex McDonald Villarreal (Bucking-
ham) hails from Texas, but has been on 
Asheville stages for over 10 years. He’s 
been seen with Montford Park Players, 
Multiverse Theatre Collective, Differ-
ent Strokes: PAC, and Nemisis Theatre 
Company. Regional Credits include: 

Rose Rage with Hidden Room Theatre, 
Puck with Austin Shakespeare, Mercu-
tio with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, 
Bottom with The Baron’s Men, Peter Pan 
with The Scottish Rite Children’s The-
atre, and Ensemble for Les Misérables 
with PCPA Theatrefest in Santa Maria, 
CA. While at PCPA he toured The Cir-
cuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant 
Child by Francisco Jimenez. Education 
includes a BFA in Acting from Texas 
State University, where he also studied 
abroad with The Royal Shakespeare 
Company in Stratford-upon-Avon, UK.

Kristi DeVille (Director) has been work-
ing as a director,  dance choreographer, 
and actor for the past 30  years. Locally, 
Kristi is the Resident Dance Choreogra-
pher and Marketing Manager for Mont-
ford Park Players, the Director of Move-
ment for Different Strokes! Performing 
Arts Collective, an Artistic Associate for 
the Sublime Theatre, a company mem-
ber of the Cardboard Sea, and is the 
Director of First Stage Youth Theatre, 
a program of the Madison County Arts 
Council. In the past, she taught dance 
for the drama department at Warren 
Wilson College. Up next, she’s directing 
The Play That Goes Wrong for Asheville 
Community Theater. Directing credits 
include: Pterodactyls, Merry Wives of 
Windsor, The Sword in the Stone, Elee-
mosynary, Arden of Faversham.

Caitlin Lane (Stage Manager)- Caitlin 
got her start with the Montford Park 
Players in 2006 with A Christmas Carol 
and has been happy to call Montford 
her theatre home ever since. Some of 
her favorites with the Montford Park 
Players include: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Peter Pan, Living Dead in 
Denmark and Alice’s Adventures in 
Murderland. Other credits include pro-
ductions with: Dark Horse Theatre, 
Attic Salt Theatre Company, the Mag-
netic Theatre, and Multiverse Theatre.

Gina Purri (Set Designer/Builder) Gina 
is so pleased to be joining the Montford 
family this season to make a cool castle 
for everyone to play in. You can find her 
acting, singing, trapeze-ing while sing-
ing, composing, writing, painting, build-
ing, and/or stage managing at various 
Asheville venues. She is deeply grateful 
to Jason and John for offering her this 
wonderful creative opportunity.

MEET THE CAST & CREW
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Karen Eske (Costumer) - After living in Maryland 
most of her life, Karen now happily makes her 
home in western NC with her husband and cat.  
With decades of experience as an actor, costum-
er, and front of house manager, she is delighted 
to be working on costumes again at Southern Ap-
palachian Repertory Theatre and Montford Park 
Players.

Jenny Luttrell (Property Mistress) - After several 
seasons of enthusiastically playing the role of 
audience member and Montford patron, Jenny is 
thrilled to step into the role of Props Mistress for 
this historic season with the Montford Park Play-
ers! With an eye towards historical accuracy, she 
created a Regency kitchen for The Wickhams 
(Multiverse Theatre Collective), as well as experi-
ence as Visual Designer for several independent 
boutiques and Design Director for fundraising ga-
las benefitting a non-profit foundation. She hopes 
you enjoy the show!

Victoria Smith (Season Costume Supervisor). 
Victoria has worked with Montford Park Play-
ers for over two decades. Many of her favorites 
have been here in the Amphitheatre: Twelfth 
Night, Tempest, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and 
Coriolanus to name a few. She is also quick to 
tell you that she is quite thankful and proud of her 
family and their support and, when requested, as-
sistance. It is wonderful to watch Montford Park 
Players grow over the years and this season is no 
exception! Thanks to all those who have assisted 
in all the preparations.  Now please sit back and 
enjoy the play!

 
Mary Dillon (Dramaturg) Mary has directed five 
shows at MPP: Hamlet (2006) Cyrano de Berger-
ac (2007), Taming of the Shrew (2009), Richard 
III (2015) and Henry IV, Part 1 (2019). She served 
on the MPP Board from 2007-2013 as a board 
member, Vice-Chair and Chair. For 23 years she 
was the Theater teacher at Christ School, an all 
boys boarding school in Arden, producing and di-
recting over 40 productions.  She also taught 9th 
-12th grade English, AP Literature and created a 
Broadcast Journalism program. Mary retired from 
teaching in May 2024 and is excited to be work-
ing with MPP again





SYNOPSIS
Act 1
Scene 1 Richard, Duke of Gloucester, schemes to claim the throne after his brother Edward IV’s death. He manipulates Edward to 
imprison their brother Clarence and plans to marry Lady Anne Neville as part of his strategy.

Scene 2 Anne grieves over the casket of King Henry VI. Richard admits to Anne that his love for her drove him to murder King 
Henry and Prince Edward. He offers her a ring. Although she initially rejects him, she agrees to meet him later.

Scene 3 King Edward, facing death, seeks to ease tensions between his and Queen Elizabeth’s families. However, conflicts arise as 
Richard and Elizabeth argue. Queen Margaret blames their families for her suffering, cursing them in her despair.
Scene 4 In the tower, Clarence tells Brackenbury about his dream of drowning, visiting the underworld, and confronting those he has 
killed. Shortly after, Richard’s assassins arrive and, after a brief hesitation, kill Clarence.

Act 2 
Scene 1 King Edward IV seeks peace with his family and nobles. Richard apologizes, but when Edward orders Clarence’s release, 
Richard reveals Clarence’s death and blames Edward for it.

Scene 2 The Duchess of York comforts Clarence’s son as Queen Elizabeth announces King Edward’s death. Meanwhile, Richard and 
Buckingham ally to escort Prince Edward to London for his coronation.

Scene 3 The scrivener worries about Prince Edward’s youth and Richard’s malicious character, highlighting the power struggle be-
tween Richard and Elizabeth’s relatives.

Scene 4 As Queen Elizabeth, the Duchess of York, and young Duke of York wait for Prince Edward, in London, they learn that Eliza-
beth’s family members have been arrested.

Act 3
Scene 1 Richard, Buckingham, and Catesby discuss the chances of Lord Hastings and Lord Stanley backing Richard for the throne. 
They plan to meet the next day to strategize and set their plans in motion, while feigning interest in the crowning of Prince Edward.

Scene 2 Lord Stanley has a troubling dream about Richard and tries to persuade Lord Hastings to flee with him, but Hastings dismiss-
es his worries. Catesby suggests Richard should be king, shocking Hastings, who is unaware that Richard plans to behead him if he 
doesn’t support him.

Scene 3 As Rivers and Grey enter Pomfret Castle, they lament their fate, viewing Queen Margaret’s curse as punishment for their 
involvement in Henry VI’s death.

Scene 4 Buckingham tells Richard that Hastings will stay loyal to Prince Edward. Richard then accuses Queen Elizabeth of conspir-
ing with Hastings’ mistress to cast a spell on him, leading to Hastings’ death sentence.

Intermission

Scene 5 Buckingham persuades the Lord Mayor that Hastings is a traitor and begins to circulate rumors questioning the legitimacy of 
the princes as rightful heirs.

Scene 6 The scrivener transcribes the letter intended for public reading, which accuses Hastings of treason; however, it suggests that 
everyone is aware of its falsity.

Scene 7 The public opposes Buckingham’s suggestion for Richard to become king, so Richard and Buckingham trick the Lord Mayor 
into asking Richard to take the throne.

Act 4
Scene 1 Queen Elizabeth, the Duchess of York, Dorset and Anne, now married to Richard, are forbidden from seeing the imprisoned 
princes. Stanley informs Anne that Richard is about to be crowned, and she must become Queen, but she fears Richard will harm 
England, believing her curse against him has manifested.

Scene 2 Richard is crowned and seeks Buckingham to murder the princes, but after Buckingham hesitates, Richard assigns the task to 
Tyrrel. He also kills his wife, Queen Anne, and intends to marry young Elizabeth.
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Scene 3 Richard reviews his steps to secure power: he eliminated the 
princes and Queen Anne, removed Clarence’s children, and plans to 
marry young Elizabeth. Ratcliffe informs him that some nobles have 
joined Richmond in France, and Buckingham is now leading an army 
against him.
 
Scene 4 Margaret confronts the Duchess of York and Elizabeth about 
Richard’s bloodlust, leading them to curse him. Richard suggests mar-
rying Elizabeth’s daughter to prevent civil war, but learns that Rich-
mond is amassing a large army and Buckingham has been captured. 
Stanley secretly is joining Richmond’s forces, but Richard has taken 
his son as hostage, attempting to prevent this.

Act 5
Scene 1 Before his execution, Buckingham reflects on his wrongdoings 
and acknowledges that Margaret was right; he deserves to die.

Scene 2 Stanley delivers a letter to Richmond about Richard’s army. 
Richmond’s soldiers, believing Richard’s men follow him out of fear, 
charge into battle confidently.

Scene 3 Richard is haunted by dreams of his victims as vengeful spir-
its, prompting him to confront his self-loathing as a murderer. Both 
Richard and Richmond talk to their troops. 

Scene 4 Richard fights like crazy as he searches for Richmond.

Scene 5 Richmond kills Richard and wins the war. He is crowned king, 
plans to marry young Elizabeth, and England is at peace.

SYNOPSIS



DIRECTOR’S NOTE:
What can I say? I love this play. I’ve always been a fan of Richard III, but it wasn’t until this 
role as director that I truly delved into his character and explored what Shakespeare aimed 
to convey through his work.

The historical Richard differs significantly from the notorious villain depicted by Shake-
speare. The play was written a century after Richard’s time, and during that period, one of 
the Queen’s main advisors, Robert Cecil, had more similarities to the character of Richard in 
Shakespeare’s play than King Richard III did. Many believe that Shakespeare wove a politi-
cal warning into his narrative, urging audiences to scrutinize whom they trust within their 
leadership.

This season, each play was assigned a musical era, and I was tasked with the British 80s goth 
genre. I had an absolute blast exploring this style, and I am incredibly thankful for the exis-
tence of Bauhaus, Joy Division, and The Cure.

I’m so in awe of my cast and crew!  Many of them juggled up to four plays simultaneously, 
and despite their exhaustion, they consistently showed up, committed to creating the sor-
rowful, tormented world of this production. This is our Halloween show, so don’t be sur-
prised if you find yourself in a love-hate relationship with Richard. Shakespeare knew what 
he was doing; Richard III is the quintessential villain that audiences love to hate.

Lastly, I want to express my gratitude to my husband, Seth, and my children, Neva and 
Hardesty. They have patiently endured my endless discussions about the play at home, along 
with the many nights and weekends I spent rehearsing.

Enjoy the show!
-Kristi DeVille
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Maria Lourdes Solares
Lydia Odell
Dr. Carol Reed and Barbara 
Phelan
Wilhelm Ritter
David Russell
William Scarborough
Neil Scheurich
Nichole Sumpter
Jason 

PATRON ($100 - $249) 
Kathleen Ayres
John Baldwin
Beth Bernhardt
Andrea Blankinship
Camile Bonnin
Stephen Boyer and Ruth Planey
Thomas Brettingen
David Broshar
Richard Brown
Jennifer Budzinski
Lauren Carlisle
Michael Cleveland and Maria-
Grazia Nunzi
Barbara Cone
Mitchell Davis
Thomas (TJ) Derham
Andrew Donahue
Woodard Farmer
Thomas Fehsenfeld
Michael & Ava Fisher
Sandra Fournies
Bob & Kit Frank
Blaine & Cynthia Greenfield
Patricia & Tom Hearron
Rachel Helton
Donald Higley
Leslie & David Humphrey
Bun Intended
Karen & Larry Keating
Karissa Keen
Lise Kloeppel
Bebe Landis 
Jane Landwehr
Samuel and Gail Lindenberg 
Family Foundation
Travis Lowe
Ronda Mackey
Susan Mackintosh
Lois Markham
Vic & Laverne Marshall
Paul Masters
James & Linda McDonald
Alexandra & Terry McPherson

Margaret Miles 
Joseph & Beverly Murphy
Laurie Percival Oates
Monica Peltz
Sally Pete
Judy & Ray Polinko
Marjorie Portwood & Geoffrey 
Belet
Roberta L. Powers
Adam Renzi
Julie Richardson
Kay Rogus
Andrew Runkle
Cheryl Small and Doug Ander-
son
Harriet C. Smith & Robert Hast-
ings
Mary Smith
Ryan Stedwell
James Storey
Dr. Kenneth Tannenbaum
Courtland White
John & Beth Woodson

LEADING ROLE (UP TO $99) 
Olivia Olivia Abbey
Dianne Ables
Amber Acheson
Susan Adams
Jasper Adams
Brian Adler
Daniel Agnew
Jen Ahern
Laurel Ahrnsbrak
John Alberg
Marisa Albert Blake
Sarah Alberti
Natasha Albornoz
Susan Alden
Kimberly Allen
Hollie Altman
Sarah Amedoro
Heidi Andersen
Kristen Anderson

BRAVO TO OUR DONORS



BRAVO TO OUR DONORS
Savannah Anderson
Ryan Anderson
Matthew Anderson
Heather Angel
PayPal Giving Fund
Anonymous
Annamarie Arens
Kirsten Arnold
Cynthia Arrowood
James Ashe
Gregory Attaway
Donna Audino
Judy Avalon
Constance Avery-Clark
Jennifer Ayala
Frances Bailey
Rayne Bailey
Lisa Ball
James Ball
Sherwood Banner
Robin Barber
Sarah Barkan
Mary K Barnes Dart
Timothy Barnhill
Thomas Barnum
Sharon Tracey Barrett
Katie Barthel
Debi Bartholomew
Susan Beachum
Kari Beauchamp
Kristin Becker
Christina Bell
Erin Bell
Robyn Bellis
Garreett Bender
Jessica Bennett
Sara Bensman
Owen Bergeron
Gilberto Bernal
Suzanne Berryhill
Melissa Bertenthal
Cristopher Bettis
Michelle Betz
Alex Biggs

Jacob Biggs
Stephanie Biziewski
Nicholas Black
Ethan Blackmore
Alexandra Bloch
Valinda Bolton
Tiffanie Boone
Jonathan Borntrager
Catherine Boshart
Mary Bost
Jacqueline Boughton
Brad Boughton
Steven Bowers
Sherry Boydstun
William Branyon
Greg Braunstein DMD
Edward Breunig
Jessica Bridges
James Brinkmann
Anna Broome
Ronald Brown
Thomas Brown
Donna Brown
Theresa Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Aaron Brumo
Wendy Brunk
Mary K Bryson
Katherine Buchanan
Mary Beth Buchanan
Nancy Buchanan
Erik Buchmiller
Peter Buck
Angela Burden
Teddi Burnett
Martha Burrows
Charnel Burton
Abigail Cable
Sarah Calloway
Olivia Campbell
Justin Canterbury
Jordan Carder
Erin Cardot
Karl Carpenter

Nora Carpenter
Christine Carpenter
Brittany Carrico
Lindsay Carter
Andrew Cassaniti
John Catron
Callie Caudill
Stephanie Caudle
Melissa Causey
Julia Ceglenski
Amanda Chang
Meredith Chase
David Ciener
Tammy Cipriano
McKinley Clabaugh
Laura Clayton
Jane Clore
Philip Coates
Andreya Cobey
Julie Cochrane
Maureen Cochrane
Shannon Coe
Emily Coghlan
Anna Cohen
Olivia Cole
Rick Compton
Helen Conley
Kendall Cooke
Amanda Cooper
Carrington Cosby
Justine Cote
Brian Cottingham
Betsy Couzins
Vanessa Cowie
Mindy Cox
Jesse M Cox
Carol Lee Craig
Charles Cranford
Laura Crawford
Daniel Cropper
Elizabeth Cross
Lisa Crowe
Christina Cruz
Jeanne Cummings

Kristi Curtis
Jerry Daniel
Kimberly Dapron
Margaret Davis
Julyan Davis
Tavia Davis
Deborah Day
Laura Dean
Linda C Delery
Heather Dellinger
Ann Demeranville
Patrick Dennehy
Joan Dentremont
Helene DePalma
Julia Derouen
Eric Desmond
Susan DiMaggio
Anthony Dipaola
Robin Dobbs
James Donoghue
Julie Douglas
Nora Douglas
Margaret Downes
Dustin Drake
Karen Draper
Alaina Drawdy
Melissa Drennan
Lynn Dressler
Carol Duermit
Kyle DuFore
Rachel Durchslag
Silas Durocher
Amanda Dzimianski
Mitch Earle
Beth Eckstein
Karan Eifried
Elaine Eisenbraun
Mohannad Elhamod
Andi Elliot
Laurie Elliott
Amber Ellis
Anita A Ellzey
Kathleen English
Laura Eshelman



Karen Eske
Ronald Etzel
Olivia Everal
Jenny Greer Fares
Ellen Farmer
Benjamin Farnham
Marie Fayssoux
Lynn Feldman
Carmen Fenwick
Brian Ferree
Daniel Fishburn
Ashley Fisher-Tranese
Ryan Fleming
Derek Flowers
Jeanne Flynn
Colleen Flynn
Terry Foley
Laura Foote
John M Ford
Brooke Fornea
Dr. Charles Foulks
Ashlynn Freestone
Jasmine Friedman
Karen Frye
Cecil Furr II II
Mary Kate Galloway
Brianna B Gardner
Kelly Garrison
Kathryn Garrison
Alexis Gault
David Gavlinski
Elaine Gentry
Dawn Geoffrey
Joyce Gersky
Kirby Gibson
Chris and Bonnie Gilbert
Karen Gilbert
Mary Gilliam
Dana Gillihan and Chris Repass
Amber Gilot
Diana Godal
Alison Gold
Emma Goldrick
Justin Goldstein

Holly Goliwas
Taylor Goodale
John Gorden
Jeff Gottesman
Elizabeth Graves
Abagail Greene
Carolyn Griffith
Walter Glenn Grizzard
Amy Guenther
Carlos Gutierrez
Mary Beth
Laurie Hagstrom
Spring Haigler
Caroline Haile
Margaret Haines
Amanda Hall and Robert Zeid
Meredith Hamrick
Vincent Hamrick
Mihaly Mike Hangyas
Donna Hankins
Eliya Hanna
Francesca Harmon
Carlisle Harper
Jordan Harris
Allyson Harting
Abbe Hartman
Richard Hartman
Deborah Harvey
Jennifer Hatcher
Jenn Hatfield
Marian Hawkins
Tyler Hawkins
Leslie Hawkins
Kelly Hayes
Edythe A Heilner
Abigail Helberg Moffitt
Sara Henderson
Jennifer Hendrickson
Jennifer Henley
Sabrina Hennemeier
Kristin Hessel
Cynthia Hessel
Bonita Hester
Steven Heulett

Krista Hill
Elizabeth Hinsley
Courtney Hinton
Linda Hobson
Claire M Hoffman
Jo Hogan
Joseph holbert
Sarah Hollowell
Vicky Holt
Kelly Hoogenakker
Natalie Hoover
Christee Hope
Rob Horn
James Houlditch
Erin Howe
Kate Howell
Leslie Hudson
Maury Hudson
Kerry Huebner
Dorothy Hunter
Michael Hunter
Nina Hutton
David Hyton
Stephen Ingram
Bianca Ionescu
Pamela Jaccarino
Jennifer Jackson
Andrea James
Sally Jenkins
Ivy Johnson
Martha Johnson
Shane Johnson
Eric Johnson
Stuart Johnson
Audrey Jones
Erin Jones
Paul Joyner
Elizabeth Juckett
Beth Juliar
Carol Kaminski
Zachary Kampf
Yee Kao
Avery Kapitan
Linda Kean

John Keck
Chris Keeley
Derek Keevil
Miriam Keil
Meredith Keisler
Pamela Kellam
Todd Kelly
Kathleen Kelly
Gail Kent
John Kent
Kyle Kenyon
Erin Kerr
Andrew Kersten
Mary Kiene
Hannah Kiker
A Glenn King
David L King
Naomi King
Lorena King
Lauren Kingsley-Jones
David Kirby
Michael Kirchmeyer
Robert Klein
Robert Klink
Nora Knapp
Kristin Koenig
Bruce & Anna Koloseike
Robert Koop
Sara Koubek
Michelle Kraut
Madeleine Krebs
Terris Kremer
John Krill
Joseph Kyle
Laura LaFleur
Jeanne Lambert
David Lamoree
James Lang
Rebecca Langstaff
Caprice Lantz
Stephen Lapointe
Aneta Large
Joey Layne
Jonathan le Fae

BRAVO TO OUR DONORS



Frank LeClerg
Molly Lee
Meredith Lee
Barbara Leon
Erin Leonard
Laura Lever
Amanda Levesque
Robert Levin
Christine Levine
Cheyenne Lewis
Trevor Lewis
Danielle Leyonmark
Stephanie Little
Sara Little
Edgar Lockett
Denise Lockett and David Honea
Mellie Logan
Tara Looman
William Lopez
Frank Lothschuetz
Suvara Lourme
Mary Lowery
Jonathan Lucas
John Luiz
Linda Lutz
Matthew Lutz
Julia Macintyre
Brandi Mackenzie
Kyle Maiorana
Anne Makeig
Taylor Manley
Ray Mann
Elyse Marder
Pamela Martin
Regan Martin
Brande Martin
Marta Martin
Fred Martin
Charlee Martin
Amelia Maxfield Chavez
Jessica May
Smith McAulay
Adam McCarthy
Jonathan McDaniel

Allyson Mchale
Gisela McHone
Woodward McKee
Rachel McKlveen
Christopher McMillan
Melissa McMinn
Vanessa Mcnabb
Paula Mcnabb
Philip McNiff
Stephen Meisner
Rebecca Mellor
Andrea Melton
Jennifer Melton
Smith Meranda
John Mercer
Jessica Merithew
Donna Milam
Georgena Millar
Georgena Millar
Sue Miller
Robin Miller
Zachary Miller
Heather Miller
Richard Mills
Patricia Minard
Noah Minner
Robert Miron
Kristi Mizen
Steven Molinari
Kassandra Moore
Brendan Moorehead
Renee Moran
Cherie Morris and Randy Omark
Michelle Morrison
Michelle Morrow
Michael Mount
Barbara Mueller
Erin Mullen
Philip Murphy
Nancy Murrey-Settle
John & Susan Mycroft
Pia Nair
Tiffany Narron
Robert A Nelli

Roz Neuhauser
Stephen Newcomb
Jessica Newhouse
Donald Nicholson
Catherine Nix
Sharon Noel
Cina Noel
Esther Norton
Stephanie Nusbaum
Bill O’Connell
John O’Connell
Susannah O’Donnell
Ana Ogle
Travis Olson
Linda O’Reilly
Steven Ortiz
Isabella Osborn
Emer O’Shaughnessy
Cheryl Overholt
Mary Owenby
Anne Page
Jennifer Park
Amanda Parks
Megan Parris
Alice Pate
Tara Patterson
Evan Paulson
Kerri Paulson
Kathryn Pearsall
Jennifer Pencille
Steven Pennington
Stephanie Pereira
Evan Perrey
Elizabeth Peterson
Cynthia Phelps
Tammy Philbeck
Aubree Piepmeier
Kenneth Pierce
Sean Pierce
Stanley Piorkowski
Eric Pitts
Lindsey Poli
Mary Poplin
Stephanie & Fred Porter

Mary Ellen & Howard Porter
Lynne Porter
Lillie Potts
Gail Powell
Lauren Powers
Rebecca Powers
Kathleen Priest
Valerie Provost
Richard Purcell
Michael Ramon
Erich Rapp
Linda Ray
Ellen Ray
David Rayburn
Megan Rayfield
Chris Reisdorf
Christine Renz
Svijetlana Repic
Sandy Riccardi
Elizabeth Richardson-Royer
Emily Richter
Mary Ridderbusch
Kelly Riedesel
Pamela Rietdorf
Robert Rietz
Laura Rigoni
Jennifer Rish
Dana Roberson
Patricia Robertson
Kimberly Rollins
Ryan Paige Rommel
Damien Roos
Takira Rose
Julie Rosen
Alan Rosenberg
Rachel Rosner
Sarah Royce
William B Rudge
Dr. Annemarie Russell
Elizabeth & Mitchell Russell
Karen Russell
Daniel Russo
Terrence Ryan
Julis Sabotin

BRAVO TO OUR DONORS



We depend upon your generous donations to bring our shows to the mountains of WNC!
Donations can be made here:

Online: https://www.montfordparkplayers.org/donate/
Or by Venmo: @MontfordParkPlayers

By Check: Montford Park Players, PO Box 2663, Asheville NC 28802-2663

  ........................................ (List Complete as of September 17, 2024. If we made a mistake, please let us know.).........................................

BRAVO TO OUR DONORS
Ton Saeteurn
James Salaway
David Saltzman
Jamie Samdahl
Allison Sampson
Adrienne Sandvos
Richard L Schell
Steven Schmidt
Stanley A Schmidt
Kari Schrader
Stephanie Schraven
Stephanie Schulz
Emily Schwabe
R Stephen Sedgwick
Noah Seidenberg
William Selden
Maggie Shackelford
Susan Shah
Robin Sheedy
Jessica Shinn
Susan M. Shope
Miranda Shropshire-Smith
Janet Silvers and Teri Tebelman
Annette Simmons
Della Simon
Rachel Simpson
Stephanie Simpson
Shaina Sjoberg
Denise Slicker
Susan Slover
Tracey Smith
Bonnie Smith
Katelind Smith
Gloria C Smith
Jody Smith
Charlotte Smith

Sara Smithson
Mairead Smitka
Forrest Smock
Christina Sobin
Tamara Sparacino
Chris Sparks
John Speas
Julie Speer
Laura Spencer
Michelle Spevak
Annie Spindler
Lynn Starr
Jill Steere
William Stejskal
Lily Stejskal
Richard Stevenson
Angela & Ernest Stevenson
Elizabeth Stiglets
Linda Stover
John Strickland
Katherine Sturbaum
Jacqueline Sullivan
Katherine Sullivan
Cheryl Suydam
Michael Tagliareni
Teresa Tahu
Duncan Tam
Jennifer Taylor
Jennifer Taylor
Angela Taylor
Stephanie Taylor
Kara Tebaldi
Marti Terry-Putdy
James Theiss
Craig Thornburg
Lorie Tola

Kristina Toombs
Alison Tosco
Christopher Toth
Eunice Townsend
Christine Troskey
Anthony Trussler
Claudia Turner
Todd Turner
Malissa Turney
Marie Turowski
Iftekhar Uddin
Robert Ulmer
Jeannine Van Sandt
Christina Vaughan
Linda Venable
Amanda Venturella
Lisa Vivolo
David Volrath
Michelle Vruwink
Heath Wade
Deborah Wadhams
William Walker
Kathleen Wallace
Robert Walling
Benjamin Walsh
Matthew Walsh
Luke Wander
Kelly Ward
Chrystal Ward
Katie Warren
Janice Warren
Craig Wassenberg
Candis Watterson
Virginia Waymouth
Mary (Melon) Wedick
Stephen Weinrib

Lillian Weis
Stephen Weissman
Claire Welborn
Jennifer Westrick
Michelle Weyers
Julia Wharton
Robert White III
Amanda Wilde
Angela Wilkers
Jeffrey Williams
Jennifer Williams
Carolyn Williams
Lisa Williams
Dinah Williams
Truett Williams
Robert Williams
Daniel Williams
Margret Williams
Ben Williamson
Mike Wilpizeski
Emily Wilson
Jenna Wilson
Nora Winsberg
Madelyn Wolf
Anna Wolfe
Stephanie Woodson
Brandy Wybersky
Min Xiao-Fen
Laura Yusko
Lisa Zanzig
Marilyn Zapf
Corey Zeigler
Jeffrey Zelenka
Deanna Zenn





Please visit our Spreadshirt shop http://shop.spreadshirt.com/montfordpark for these and other great items!

MPP MERCH
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NAME: 	
ADDRESS: 	
CITY, STATE, ZIP:	
TELEPHONE:	  
EMAIL:	  

How did you hear about us? (Check as many as apply) 
Citizen-Times:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement			  m Take 5
Mountain Xpress:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement
Daily Planet:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement
The Laurel:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement
m Other							     

Radio:	 m WCQS		  m 98.1 The River 
	 m 880 Local Edge Radio
	 m Other							       
Website:	
m montfordparkplayers.org (Montford Park Players)	
m visitnc.com (our state tourism website)
m exploreasheville.com
m livewireasheville.com
m mountainxpress.com
m Other							     

Brochure:	 m Received in mail	
m  Picked up at 						    

Yes!  I want to know about upcoming 
Montford Park Players events!



Class of 2025
Stan Ingber, 2nd Term

Class of 2026
Charles Umberger, Treasurer, 3rd Term

Patricia Robertson, 1st Term
Aaron Ybarra, 1st Term

Class of 2027
Honor Moor, Secretary, 2nd Term

Tod Leaven, Chair, 2nd Term
Frank Salvo, Vice Chair, 2nd Term

Cody Fox, 1st Term

Youth Representative, Class of 2026
Qiarra Martin, 1st Term

Principal Advisor
John Russell, Executive Director

John Russell: 
Executive Director

Jason Williams:
 2024 Artistic Director & Resident Lighting Designer 

Deanna Braine Smith: 
Production Manager & Resident FightChoreographer

Kristi DeVille:
Marketing Director & Resident Choreographer

Trinity Smith Keel:
 Head of Costumes

Caitlin Lane: 
Production Stage Manager

Walker Linkous: 
Director of Facilities

MONTFORD PARK PLAYERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF



The house staff and Board of Directors of MPP
Mountain Xpress

Asheville Department of Parks and Recreation
UNC TV

Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce
Explore Asheville Convention and Visitors Bureau

Bob Boeberitz Design
Tempus Fugit Design

Our Advertisers

Special Thanks from the Administrative Staff:

B O B
B O E
B E R
I T Z
D E S
I G N

Bob Boeberitz Design

Your Resource For All

Sorts of Creative Stuff

247 Charlotte Street

Asheville, NC 28801

828 258-0316

bboeberitz@

gmail.com

Bob Boeberitz Design

Your Resource For All

Sorts of Creative Stuff

247 Charlotte Street

Asheville, NC 28801

828 258-0316

bboeberitz@

gmail.com

Bob Boeberitz Design 

is a proud sponsor of 

the 52nd season of North 

Carolina’s longest running 

Shakespeare festival. 

When the hat is passed, 

please give generously. 

Thanks for your support.

Bob Boeberitz Design 

is a proud sponsor of 

the 52nd season of North 

Carolina’s longest running 

Shakespeare festival. 

When the hat is passed, 

please give generously. 

Thanks for your support.



Special Thanks from the Administrative Staff:





AT FIVE POINTS DINER

HAS

Plus great drinks and good times.
Stop by for a sip after the show.

241 Broadway • @littlejumbobar
See you there!




